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'The   Christian   Religion   contains   nothing  contrary to
Reason;' and weie   maintained with   such   power   that

* every   creature present was rapt up   into  silence   and
astonishment,   and   thought   the   performance   truly  ad-
mirable1.'   It was inevitable, however, that a conception
of religion so little congenial with either the faith or the
scepticism of his time should provoke strenuous resistance.
His doctrine of the Natural Immortality of the Soul in-
volved him in controversy with Dodwell; who maintained
that the life eternal was conferred in baptism, and de-
pended on the saciamental   function of  the   legitimate
priest2.    Clarke's letter in reply meets the eccentnc High-
Churchman on scriptural and patristic as well as on philo-
sophic ground.     More formidable and persistent was the
opposition, on the metaphysical side, to his vindication of
Fiee-wili   The year 1715 allowed him no rest upon this
subject    Anthony   Collins   published   anonymously   'A
Philosophical Enquiry concerning Human Liberty/ than
which there is no abler statement of the Necessarian argu-
ment;  and Leibniz  entered on a correspondence  with
Clarke, which   largely turned upon the   same problem
After five papers had passed   between   them,  Leibniz's
death broke oif the discussion in the midst;   but it was
published, by desire of the accomplished Princess of Wales,
who had throughout taken the greatest interest in it, and,
according to Dr. Claike's own testimony, * had understood
what answers were to be given to Leibniz's arguments, be-
fore he drew up his reply to them, as well as he himself
did3.'   Appended to the volume is Clarke's reply to Col-
lins's  'Philosophical Enquiry/ with some letters on the
same subject which passed between him and an anonymous

* Gentleman of the University of Cambridge V
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* The book is entitled, * A Collection of Papeis which passed between
the late learned Mr, Leibnite and Dr. Clarke, m the years 1715 and